Minutes of Business Meeting of the Statistical Consulting Section, American Statistical Association 

The Joint Statistical Meetings in San Diego, CA, Tuesday, July 31, 2012 at 5:30-7:30pm
Minutes by Ann Lazar, Secretary/Treasurer

Attendance:  48 total, including 20 CNSL section officers (all listed below).  Of the 28 non-officer attendees, 9 (32%) attended in 2011.  Overall attendance this year was slightly lower than 2011, e.g., there were 40 non-officer attendees in 2011.
Ralph O’Brien called the meeting to order ~5:30pm.   
Ann Lazar gave the Treasurer's report.  
· The section’s financial situation is stable; revenues were higher (~$5000) than expenses (~$3600).

· Membership slightly increased this year.  The number of dues paying membership decreased from last year, but the number of dues paying memberships is still much higher than the years before 2006 (prior to the policy of free one-year trial section memberships).  

Jonathan Mahnken reported on the CNSL program at this year's JSM (see newsletter for details), and encouraged all to attend the remaining Wednesday and Thursday sessions.  
· Total number of sessions this year was similar to last year in Miami.

· The deadline for submission of ideas for next year's invited sessions is September 6, 2012; decisions will be made by October 3.

· Matt Hayat was the recipient of a travel award for organizing a topic contributed session, and Yaya Daoud was the recipient of the best contributed session.  An announcement about their award, including a cash prize and plaque, will be announced in Amstat News
· Nan Hu (Program Chair) will send the request for topic contributed sessions this fall.  Session ideas need to be approved by him (Nan Hu; Nan.Hu@hci.utah.edu) prior to submission of the abstracts.  CNSL members submitting topic contributed session ideas will be considered for travel awards.
Chris Swearingen gave a report about the Newsletter.  

· He discussed highlights from the Summer 2012 newsletter (posted on CNSL web site)
· All were encouraged to submit articles or notes for the Newsletter.  

Eric Vance gave a report about the Council of Sections (COS) meeting

· A new section is being formed called Mental Health Statistics
· He discussed International Year of Statistics, http://www.statistics2013.org

Nominating Committee report (Ralph O’Brien, Chair)

· Nominations for the open positions were solicited (Chair-elect 2014, Secretary/Treasurer 2014-2015, Executive Committee at Large).  (See the CNSL section website at www.amstat.org for officer duties.)  The slate is due November 15, 2012.  Email obrienralph@gmail.com
· The new officers were announced: Marlene Egger (Chair-elect 2013), Nicholas Pajewski (Program Chair Elect, 2013), Nan Hu (Program Chair, 2013), Chris Barker (Publications Officer 2013), Stuart Gansky (Council of Sections Rep, 2013), Chris Hoffman (Council of Sections Rep, 2013)

Chuck Kincaid gave the Webmaster's report

· All seemed happy with the website information and ease of use. 

Door Prizes:

· Many books, gift certificates, and t-shirts were won. 
· And Lazar & Chris Swearingen received contributions from Exhibiters for these door prizes, including ASA, Chapman & Hall, Brooks/Cole, Springer, SAS, SAGE, STATA Freeman and company, Wiley, Cambridge, Oxford University Press, and Bob Riffenburgh for donating two books
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:30pm.
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Ralph O'Brien (Chair-elect)
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Bei Wang
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Nahid Keshavarzi
Mi-ok Kim
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Robert Riffenburgh*
Naomi Robbins*

